2020-21 Newsletter 4 – 22.01.21
Keeping families connected across NEAT.

Message from Debi Bailey, CEO
Dear students, parents and
carers
I hope you have had a positive
week. We have now reached the
end of week 3 of the latest
national lockdown. Our schools
continue to provide a range of
super learning experiences for
those young people who need to attend school,
either because they are children of critical
workers or they are particularly vulnerable.
I want to remind parents and carers who are
critical workers that the government’s guidance is
that they should keep their children at home if
they can. Therefore please only send your child
to school if you need the place. I’m aware that
some of our schools are beginning to struggle to
manage the number of learners in school, who
are in smaller groups to ensure plenty of space
for social distancing, whilst also providing a
quality remote learning offer to those at home.

If you are struggling with any aspect of learning
from home, please speak to your child’s school.
We really need your support to ensure that when
we do open fully to all learners again that no-one
has been left behind.

Wellbeing Tip of the Week
This week’s tip is to do something new. There
are some really fun and age appropriate ideas I’ve shared an example overleaf of ‘51 Things to
Do Before You Turn 10’. Have a look, I’m sure
there’s something here for everyone in the
household to try, whatever their age. (Although
some will have to wait until lockdown ends!)

Poem of the Week
My newsletter finishes off, as always, with a
poem. This week is ‘What you need to be
warm’ by Neil Gaiman. His poem will hopefully
put a smile on your face. I think it reminds us all
that the small things can make such a big
difference.
On the theme of small things making a big
difference, we also saw on Wednesday the
power of the spoken word in the form of a poem
at the US Presidential Inauguration Ceremony.
Amanda Gorman is the first National Youth Poet
Laureate and performed her own poem ‘The Hill
We Climb’ in front of a TV audience of millions –
what an inspiring young woman. You can watch
it here on the BBC News website:

All schools have a really good remote learning
offer up and running and I know that everyone is
working really hard to ensure that all of our
learners are engaging. It is really important that
all of our students who are currently working
from home engage with the learning. I’m aware
that we have a small group of learners who are
not completing work. Just like a ‘normal’ school
day, there is an expectation that children will
engage with learning daily.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-55739805

Please take care of yourselves and
each other.

